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The Use of the Internet by Traffickers 
Who Recruit Children
1 in 9 American Teens Has Been Sexually Solicited Online 
COMMONLY USED TACTICS INCLUDE:

  1. False identities: Traffickers often create fake profiles, pretending to be someone the child 
knows or can relate to, such as a peer or a trustworthy adult. Traffickers may use attractive 
profile pictures and fabricate personal details to deceive the child into believing they are 
interacting with a genuine person.

2. Exploiting vulnerabilities: Traffickers identify and exploit vulnerabilities in children’s lives, 
such as low self-esteem, emotional distress, or a need for attention. Traffickers may provide 
emotional support, offer compliments, or exploit the child’s desire for affection to manipulate 
and control them.

3. Sharing explicit content: Traffickers may request or exchange explicit images or videos with 
children, often starting with innocent or flirty conversations and gradually escalating to more 
explicit content. Once the trafficker obtains compromising material, they can use it as leverage 
to manipulate and blackmail the child into further exploitation.

4. Online coercion and threats: Traffickers may employ coercion, threats, or intimidation tactics 
to force children to comply with their demands. They may threaten to harm the child, their 
family, or their reputation if they do not comply with their requests.

5. Absence of control from parents or caregivers or their lack of knowledge: Traffickers often 
target children whose parents are absent, not adequately monitoring their online activities, or 
unaware of the potential risks of trafficking and exploitation online. Traffickers take advantage 
of the lack of parental supervision to establish contact and groom the child without detection.

6. Online peer pressure: Some traffickers recruit children by leveraging peer pressure: they 
may introduce the child to a group or online community where exploitation is normalized, and 
other children are already involved.Through manipulation and the desire to fit in, the child may 
be coerced into engaging in sexual activities or agree to meet offline.

For advice or help call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888. You 
can reach the Hotline 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. All calls are confidential.

To learn more about human trafficking bring a Rising Safe and Sound workshop to your school 
or community group. Rising Safe and Sound is a human trafficking prevention program created 
and led by survivors of trafficking. Contact Maricruz Baldwin: mari@risingworldwide.org

Common tactics provided by: Human Trafficking Front 
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